
STATEMENT BY CONGRESSMAN JOHN OLVER (D-1ST DIRSTRICT) ON STARR REPORT
September 15, 1998

  

"The President's behavior was clearly wrong. It is embarrassing,                and I am angry that he would jeopardize his presidency and the stability                of the country.              

"In the coming weeks, I and my 434 colleagues will most likely                vote on an impeachment inquiry and decide the fate of this President.                That is an enormously profound task that I will not undertake lightly.                Therefore, as a Member of Congress, I must deliberately and conscientiously                consider allegations in the Starr Report, review the House Judiciary                Committee conclusions, and weigh all of the evidence presented to                Congress. Only then will I be able to make a definitive decision                about what the future of this presidency should be.              

"The President's personal behavior is indefensible. However, I                strongly believe that the Independent Counsel's report has further                demeaned this investigation. I do not think that the salacious details                had to be included to support his legal argument. Instead, I think                that Ken Starr was motivated by an obsession to humiliate and weaken                the President.              

"This is a perilous time for the country, and I cannot be certain                where this investigation is going to end. I do think the President                deserves punishment for his totally inappropriate personal behavior,                but the punishment should be appropriate to the offense, after full                consideration of all the facts."             
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